
Washington Union School   

March is already off to 

a great start! Our fifth 

graders are off at sci-

ence school for the 

week of March 6-10. I 

know that they will 

have a wonderful 

time! On the 6th our 

fourth graders also 

went on a field trip to 

see Seussical the Musi-

cal. A great time was 

had by all.  
 

With collaboration 

days, parent confer-

ences, and report 

cards coming up this 

month we have a few 

more early dismissal 

days than normal. We 

will have a minimum 

day on March 8 so 

teachers can work on 

report cards. Then we 

have a collaboration 

day on March 15, with 

dismissal at 1:30. On 

the 16th and 17th we 

will have parent con-

ferences. Not every-

one will have a parent 

conference, but your 

teacher will reach out 

to you to schedule 

one, or you can reach 

out to parents as well 

if you have concerns. 

Report Cards will go 

home on Friday with 

your students.  
 

Spring pictures are 

coming up on March 

13th and are optional. 

Please remember to 

dress for pictures from 

the waist up, but for PE 

and play from the 

waist down. We are 

active learners here at 

Washington Union.  
 

At the end of this 

month on March 30 

from 6:30-7:30, we will 

have our final parent 

speaker series topic for 

the year. We will work 

on testing, anxiety, 

and stress manage-

ment. I'll be co-

presenting and hope 

to see a lot of parents 

there! State testing will 

be starting after we 

return from Spring 

Break. If you have any 

questions or concerns 

about testing, please 

reach out to Whitney.  

March 

WH A T’S  HA PPE NI NG  A T  WUS I N  

MA RC H? 

2017 

We lose $56 per day that 

every student is absent. Since 

the start of the year, we have 

lost $26,672. Please do not 

send your child to school 

sick, but please try to keep 

appointments and vacations 

outside of school hours. After 

three unexcused absences,  

truancy notices are sent 

home. If you are unclear on 

excused vs. unexcused, 

please contact Mrs. Silva.  
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A T T E N D A N C E  C O M P E T I T I O N  

Congratulations to 

Mr. Preston’s class! 

They had an atten-

dance rate of 84% 

for the month of Feb-

ruary and are the 

winners of our atten-

dance competition. 

The class will receive ex-

tra recess and free ice 

cream on the day of Mr. 

Preston’s choice. Thank 

you for sending your stu-

dents to school every 

day! Ms. Isacc’s class was 

a close second with an 

attendance rate of 

81% and in 3rd place 

was Mr. Keller’s class 

with an attendance 

rate of 72%. Keep up 

the good work and 

thanks for your sup-

port! 

Can you find 

this month’s 

scavenger 

hunt?? 

S LEEPY  HOLLOW  N EWS  

Attendance Matters! 



Greetings from the Music 

Room, 

 

Fourth graders have been 

learning how to read notes 

on the treble clef and will 

soon be moving on to the 

bass clef. Students have 

been using these notes to 

create their very own musi-

cal compositions! March-

ing, clapping, and conga 

lines, have helped ingrain 

new rhythms such as the 

“tam-ti” rhythm. 

 

Fifth graders have been fo-

cusing their attention on 

music from the classical 

era. We just finished learn-

ing about the life of W.A. 

Mozart and are now mov-

ing on to Ludwig Van Bee-

thoven. Beethoven was a 

very interesting man, as well 

as a profound composer, 

and I think the students will 

find his life and music inter-

esting. Students have also 

been using their learned 

rhythms to create multi-part 

percussion pieces. Several 

students have even been 

eager enough to try impro-

vising solos. 

 

Thank you so much to the 

hard working members of 

the Washington Union Edu-

cation Foundation (WUEF) 

board for the fantastic din-

ner/dance/auction on 

March 4th. These fundrais-

ing events and donations 

are vital to our special mu-

sic and art programs con-

tinuance. Thank you all! 

Black History month slide-

shows.  All of the their 

mission slide show infor-

mation as well as the 

Black History slide show 

information is in our 

Google classroom.  The 

students are really doing 

well navigating Google 

classroom. I put their as-

signments in there and 

This week the 4th 

grade students are 

completing the district 

student survey and 

continuing their mis-

sion slideshow pro-

jects.  The 5th graders 

have been completed 

classroom assignments 

for their projects as 

well as continuing their 

they are able to access 

them at home as well.  
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L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R . . .  

MUS IC  PROGRAM . . .  

C O M P U T E R  L A B  N E W S . . .  

SO…April is going to be “Give 

it a Whirl Month”.  I am chal-

lenging students to make a 

book selection off our won-

derful shelves that they may 

not have noticed before.  

They need to… 

1) Pick a book they haven’t 

read before and that is 

out of their usual pattern 

and  

2) Read enough of the book 

to tell me about it. 

Then they will earn a little toy 

top to “give it a whirl”.  I know, 

it’s a tad corny, but I tried the 

idea out on one class, and it 

seemed to create quite a bit 

of interest.  

Happy Reading!                  

Mrs. Zimmerman 

One fun thing about my job 

is recalling my fourth and 

fifth grade years.  I remem-

ber my fifth grade teacher 

telling me that I could NOT 

do another book report on 

a Nancy Drew book until I 

read something else!  Of 

course, now I see her point.  

Sometimes kids get comfort-

able reading what they 

know.   

March 



 

WUEF would like to thank all 

those that attended our 33rd 

Annual Fundraiser and being 

“Part of Possible”!  The event 

was a great success and we 

would like to thank all the busi-

nesses and sponsors who so 

generously donated to the 

event. 

If you did not get a chance to 

attend, here is a glimpse of the 

event: 

The Hyatt Regency Hotel 

served as the backdrop for the 

33rd Annual WUEF Fundraiser.  

The musical stylings of the San 

Benancio Middle School Jazz 

Band, the creative talents of 

our students artwork was show-

cased on display, and served 

as an intentional reminder of 

the event’s purpose– to raise 

the money necessary to keep 

curriculum based art and mu-

sic programs alive in our pub-

lic school district. 

Passed hors devours fueled 

event attendees as they bat-

tled over coveted silent auc-

tion items.  The chance for 

students to serve as “Principal 

of the Day”, nab box seats to 

watch our SF Giants in action, 

and” Class baskets” were but 

a few of the items available.  

After the silent auction closed 

down, guest sat down for a 

delicious sit down dinner.  Bid-

ding during the live auction 

was quite competitive.  Court 

side Warrior’s tickets, braces, a 

pig hunt, and more were some 

of the live auction packages!  

The evening wrapped up with 

everyone on the dance floor 

dancing to a live band, Kid Dy-

namite! Smiles and laughter 

made it clear that it was a fun 

night out by all! 

For those of you who were not 

able to attend, we appreciated 

your donations. If you have not 

had a chance to donate we 

are still receiving donations. 

Donations can continue to be 

made through the organization’s 

secure website. 

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate or via 

mail at 820 Park Row #473, 

Salinas, California 93901  

23—School Site Council 

 

27—Misson Building (4th Grade) 

 

30—Parent Night: Stress Management & 

Anxiety 

March— 

6-10—Outdoor Science School 

 

8—Minimum Day 

 

13—Spring Pictures 

 

15—Collaboration Day 

 

16-17—Parent Teacher Confer-

ences, Both minimum days 

(Report Cards Go Home on 

March 17)  

 

April— 

5—Collaboration Day 

 

6—Character Counts Awards Assem-

bly 

 

10-14—Spring Break 

 

17—CAASPP Testing Begins 

 

19—Collaboration Day 

 

20—School Site Council 
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WUEF UPDATE  

Save the Date... 

We will be looking at the cal-

endar for the rest of the year 

and planning our next 

events. Come help us plan 

for the upcoming fun events!! 

We need help and we are still 

looking for board members.  

We would love to have you 

there! 

We would like to invite 

you to our next Parents 

Club Meeting on March 

9th at 6pm in Room 10 

at San Benancio Middle 

School. We meet on the 

2nd Thursday of the 

month!  It’s a great way 

to find out what’s hap-

pening at our schools.  

P A R E N T ’ S  C L U B  U P D A T E  

Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions about our 

fundraisers or if you would like to 

volunteer!   

lisamilburn1@att.net 

Like us on Facebook. Go to 

Washington Union Educational 

Foundation. We will keep you 

updated on Facebook! The 

WUEF Board Meeting will be held 

on March 21st @ 6:00p.m., Toro 

MPR room.  Please feel free to 

attend. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Milburn, WUEF President 

2016-17 

 

mailto:lisamilburn1@att.net


340 Corral de Tierra Road 

Salinas, CA 93908 

Washington Union 

School   

nary, and the humble. 

 

Modern Art mostly re-

fers to art of the 20th 

century in Europe and 

the Americas, as well 

as in other regions un-

der Western influence.  

The modern period 

has been a particu-

larly innovative one.  

Introducing a wide 

range of new artistic 

techniques and mate-

rials. 

 

Abstract Art is defined 

as art that has no ref-

erence to any figura-

tive reality.  One can-

not associate it with 

any real natural form. 

In March, the Picture 

of the Month selec-

tions moves into 

American Realism, 

Modern Art, Abstract 

Art and Pop Art. 

 

American Realism art 

was an attempt to de-

scribe human behav-

ior and surroundings 

more accurately.  This 

period of art occurred 

the second half of the 

19th century.  Realist 

Artists attempted to 

portray lives, appear-

ances, problems, cus-

toms of the middle 

and lower classes.  Fo-

cusing on the unex-

ceptional, the ordi-

 

Pop Art was introduced in 

the 1950’s to 1970’s.  This 

form of art depicts objects 

or scenes from everyday 

like and uses techniques 

from commercial art and 

popular illustration. 

 

CALENDAR REMINDER:     

Annual Art Show  

May 17-19 Mark your     

calendars! 

 

4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E  A R T  D O C E N T  POM.. .  

Phone: 831-484-1331 

Fax: 831-484-5736 

E-mail: 

wmeyer@washingtonusd.org 

In February, the Art Docent Program gave lessons in clay.  Clay is always one the highlights 

of our art program for our students.  They enjoy working with the clay creating three-

dimensional objects. 

 

PRINTMAKING UNITS IN MARCH 

Printmaking is a fine arts medium as well as an important commercial process.  A picture, 

design, or image is transferred to paper or fabric.  The process can be repeated for identi-

cal prints, changed to created hand printed variations, or used to only once. During the 

printing process, the student discovers how the original image is transformed in surprising 

ways.  Although making a print is a mechanical process, it is also highly creative because 

of all the choices that the artist makes. Printing allows the student to observe and utilize 

many of the art elements and principles: line, shape, color, texture, value, repetition, and 

pattern. 

 

FOURTH GRADE will make CHALK STENCIL PUEBLOS by observing and designing their own 

stencil to represent the outline of a Southwestern pueblo.  Students then rub and blend 

chalk from the edges of the stencil onto colored paper in repeated layers to create the 

various levels of the pueblo building. 

 

FIFTH GRADE will make a PICASSO COLLAGRAPH.  The kind of print is made of a raised sur-

face that when inked, transfers difference in surface.   Students will create a face using a 

variety of shapes and materials to create a layered effect, which will then be run through 

a press to create a cubist image. 

We’re on the Web! 

www.washingtonusd.org 

A R T  D O C E N T  N E W S  I N  M A R C H . . .  

Congratulations         

Scavenger Hunt 

Winners! 
 

This is the last 

month for the     

trimester for you to 

be entered into a 

drawing to win a 

Starbucks Gift 

Card!  

 
 

Question: When is the 

last day to complete 

the parent survey? 

How To Win: Email your 

response to Mrs. Meyer. 

Your students get some-

thing too when you  

participate!  

 



 

Mark Your Calendars for 

our Final Parent Education 

Seminar of the Year! 

Thursday, March 30th at 

6:30 in the MPR at San 

Benancio 

Stress Management and 

Calming Strategies  

Young people, like adults, 

experience a great deal 

of stress. Please come join 

the conversation as we 

talk about childhood 

stress, ways to recognize 

signs of stress, and its im-

pact on develop-

ment.  We will review basic 

calming strategies 

and how you as a parent 

can help your child de-

velop healthy ways to 

manage stress and solve 

everyday problems.  This 

event will take place at a 

crucial time as students 

are preparing for their 

annual CAASPP testing.  

Whitney Meyer, Principal 

and Curriculum Director, 

will be sharing helpful in-

formation regarding 

CAASPP testing and tools 

for preparation.  

Each month our atten-

dance and participation 

has grown and we con-

tinue to receive very posi-

tive feedback regarding 

these events.  Our goal 

this month is to reach 

even more parents! If you 

have attended in the 

past, please share about 

your experience and if 

you are considering at-

tending we sincerely 

hope that you will join 

us.  Parent interaction 

and discussion is a high-

light of these events so 

please come check it 

out! 
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F R O M  T H E  C O U N S E L O R . . .  

failure is temporary and may even be 

a necessary step to success. 

 So how do we develop "gritty kids?" 

At least part of the answer is structure. 

Children who are raised in a structured 

home learn to work before they play. 

Another way of building grit is teach-

ing kids to finish the projects they start. 

Children who learn to stay with tasks 

will eventually be successful. Success 

builds optimism. Everything from jigsaw 

puzzles and sand castles, to chores 

and homework assignments should be 

finished. Children who learn to finish 

what they start are far more likely to 

work for long-term goals when they 

are older. When children are not al-

ready motivated to begin or to 

stay with projects or tasks, par-

ents may have to supply the 

motivation and structure nec-

essary to encourage children 

to do so. “Absolutely sweet-

heart. You can play video 

games just as soon as you finish 

your homework.” Parents 

should then add those seven 

magic words, “Take as much 

time as you need.” 

Dr. Angela Duckworth has stud-

ied rookie teachers, West Point 

Cadets, spelling bee champi-

ons, sales people, Ivy League 

college students and school 

children. In all of them, Dr. 

Duckworth found that GRIT was 

the best predictor of success. 

Grit is defined as passion and 

perseverance for long-term 

goals. Dr. Duckworth's research 

proved that grit was a better 

predictor of success than talent, 

intelligence or social status. In 

fact, in many cases, Duckworth 

found that success was unre-

lated to talent. Gritty kids are 

optimistic and understand that 

P A R E N T I N G  T I P  F O R  M A R C H !  

 

If you complete your survey by 

March 10th your child gets: 

*Free Ice Cream 

*Extra Recess 

*Two Raffle tickets to pick a prize 

from the prize box or win and  

iPod Shuffle! 


